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O 6pog «1deoroyio» (idéologie) emvonnie arnd tov koun Antoine-Louis-Claude Destutt de
Tracy (1754-1836) ko1 mpoteiveTol TpdTn POpa 6€ Mynuovid Tov tpog 1o [vetitonTo g
ToAlog «oyeTikd pe TNV IKOVOTNTO TNG OKEYN O (Mémoire sur la Faculté de penser, 1796).
O Nrteotot vie Tpaov Bempeitol 0 KVPLOTEPOG EKPPUGTNG TNG GYOANG TOV «IOE0AOYMVY,
QULOGOPIKNG Kivnong ov ekdnidOnke otn F'odhio ota téAn Tov 18% — apyés tov 19°” at. kau
™g omoiog ot kataforég Bpickovrar otov John Locke (puésw tov Etienne Condillac), aAld kon

otov Francis Bacon, Tov onoio o Tpacv Bavuale anepiopiota.

Francis Bacon, The New Organon (1620):

XXXVIII. The illusions and false notions which have got a hold on
men’s intellects in the past and are now profoundly rooted in them, not
only block their minds so that it is difficult for truth to gain access, but
even when access has been granted and allowed, they will once again,
in the very renewal of the sciences, offer resistance and do mischief
unless men are forewarned and arm themselves against them as much as
possible.

XXXIX. There are four kinds of i/lusions which block men’s minds.
For instruction’s sake, we have given them the following names: the
first kind are called idols of the tribe; the second idols of the cave; the
third idols of the marketplace; the fourth idols of the theatre.

XL. Formation of notions and axioms by means of true induction is
certainly an appropriate way to banish idols and get rid of them; but it
is also very useful to identify the idols. Instruction about idols has the
same relation to the interpretation of nature as teaching the sophistic
refutations has to ordinary logic.

XLI. The idols of the tribe are founded in human nature itself and in
the very tribe or race of mankind. The assertion that the human senses
are the measure of things is false; to the contrary, all perceptions, both

of sense and mind, are relative to man, not to the universe. The human
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understanding is like an uneven mirror receiving rays from things and
merging its own nature with the nature of things, which thus distorts
and corrupts it.

XLII. The idols of the cave are the illusions of the individual man.
For (apart from the aberrations of human nature in general) each man
has a kind of individual cave or cavern which fragments and distorts
the light of nature. This may happen either because of the unique and
particular nature of each man; or because of his upbringing and the
company he keeps; or because of his reading of books and the authority
of those whom he respects and admires; or because of the different
impressions things make on different minds, preoccupied and
prejudiced perhaps, or calm and detached, and so on. The evident
consequence is that the human spirit (in its different dispositions in
different men) is a variable thing, quite irregular, almost haphazard.
Heraclitus well said that men seek knowledge in lesser, private worlds,
not in the great or common world.

XLIII. There are also i/lusions which seem to arise by agreement and
from men’s association with each other, which we call idols of the
marketplace; we take the name from human exchange and community.
Men associate through talk; and words are chosen to suit the
understanding of the common people. And thus a poor and unskilful
code of words incredibly obstructs the understanding. The definitions
and explanations with which learned men have been accustomed to
protect and in some way liberate themselves, do not restore the
situation at all. Plainly words do violence to the understanding, and
confuse everything; and betray men into countless empty disputes and
fictions.

XLIV. Finally, there are the i//lusions which have made their homes
in men’s minds from the various dogmas of different philosophies, and
even from mistaken rules of demonstration. These I call idols of the
theatre, for all the philosophies that men have learned or devised are,
in our opinion, so many plays produced and performed which have

created false and fictitious worlds. We are not speaking only of the
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philosophies and sects now in vogue or even of the ancient ones; many
other such plays could be composed and concocted, seeing that the
causes of their very different errors have a great deal in common. And
we do not mean this only of the universal philosophies, but also of
many principles and axioms of the sciences which have grown strong
from tradition, belief and inertia. But we must speak at greater length
and separately of each different kind of idol/, to give warning to the

human understanding.

Atdonpa puéAn g kivnong tov 1eoldywv fnrav o Cabanis, 0 Moapknotog de Condorcet, o
Maine de Biran «.d. Ot idéologues mpoépyovtay amd Ti¢ TAEEIC TV EVYEVOV, ElYaV EVEPYO
OVAIEN OTNV TOALTIKN Kol 6TO EKTTALOELTIKA Tpdypata T [aAliog Kot o1 TeplocOTEPOL
ekdniooav epovnua yviola républicain amévovtt ot povapyio. To épyo tov Tpaochd
Commentaire sur l'esprit des lois de Montesquieu (1808° «ZyoAia yuo o “TIvevpa tov
VOOV’ TOL MOVTECKIED) TO LETEPPUCE OTA OYYAIKE O 710 O10KEKPIUEVOG (KO TTLO
SLOPIAOVIKOVUEVOC) «OTOGTOAOG TNG EAeLBepiagy otnv Apepikn, o Thomas Jefferson, pe tov
omoio o Tpacv dutnpovce aAinroypapio. Eionyntic tov 10edv TV 10e0A0Y®V 6Ta EAANVIKA
YPOUUOTO TITOV O «TATEPUS TOV EAANVIKOD Slop®TIoov» Adapdvtiog Kopang.

H yvocroBewpia tov tov Tpach dev amoxiivel dpapatikd ond Ty aicOnclapyio
(sensualisme) tov Kovtiyidx (1715-1780), amotelel pdAAOV pio TPOGTAOELD YEVIKEVGNG TNG
TPOG OAEG TIC «TAEELS TOV EMOTNTOVY», MOTE VO TEPIAAPEL EVIELEL TIC EKONANDGCELG TNG
BovAnong, v NN, Ti¢ TOMTIKEG 10€eC — Kabe 10€a. To £pyo mov Bepelmvel
OepeMoTikn avt) Kivnon givon ta Eléments d’Idéologie («Ztovyeio g Idgoloyiag») tov
Nrteotit vie Tpaov, exdopévo oe téaoepig topovg (1801-1815): t. I: Idéologie proprement
dite («I1dgohoyia, 0Tw¢ apudlel va Aéyetow), 1. Il: Grammaire, t. l1l: Logique, 1. IV (Mépn
IV-V): Traité de la volonté et de ses effets («Ilpaypateio yio T BodAnon kot to
OTOTEAEGUOTA TNGY).

«Idgoloyiay, kKatd tov Nteotit vie Tpacy, eival To dvoua mov apuolel O O KETIGTHIN
Tov Wedvy. H Ideoloyia eivar pépog g «Zwoloyiagy. Me o0Yypovovg 6poug LITOPOVLLE Vol
@avtootovue T Zooioyia tov Tpach ca o I'evik) HOoloyia. H Ideoroyia
avTdlotéALETOL TTPOG T Aoyikn Kot T Ipappotikn) akpipdg oG EMGTAUN TOV UEAETA TIG
10€€g amd T oKomid Tov VokeWEVoL. «H emotun avt) puropel va ovopactel Ideoloyia, ov
E0TIOCOVE TNV TPOCOYN UOG LOVO GTO VIOKEIEVO, [ evikn I poyuatikn ov amoPAéyoupe
TPOG TO YPTOUOTOLOVUEVO HECO Kot Aoyikn av AdPovue oy pog poévo tov okomd. Onoto
OVOLOL KoL VO TNG OCOVUE TEPIKAEIEL KAT® OVAYKT) KO TO TPI0L VT LEPT, ALPOV dEV
UTOPOVLLE VO TPOyUATELOOVLLE EMOPKADS TO Eva diymg va Tpoyuatevhovpe Kot To GAAN dVO.

1deoloyio nov @aivetal g gival 1 YeEVIKOTEPT £VVOLQ, ETEION 1) EXGTAUN TOV 1OEDV
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TEPIAOUPAVEL TNV EMGTHIN TNG EKPPOGTG TOVG KOL TV EXIGTHUN TNG CLVAYWOYNE TOVO».
Airov, n Ipoppaticn, i [deodoyia kot 1 Aoyikn ava@EPovTal ¢ «EVa KAl TO dVTd TPAYLLOY,
¢ pia «adtoipetogy emotun. KataAAnAdtepeg amoddcelg Tov YoAAkoD vEoAOYIoHOD Ba
NTav o1 6pot «evvoloroyion 1 0 TaAldTepog «1deoroyion (katd Tov Beviapiv Aéofio
«idealogie» kotd tov Sir W. Hamilton).

IMa tov Tpaov (6mmg kot yio Tov Aok), dev vrdpyovv Epputeg 10éec. H emotiun tng
[3e0royiag peletd TAOC 01 1OEEC TOV OMOKTOVE GLYKPOTOVVTOL GTASIOKA OO TO OEGOUEVA
v aictncemv. Onwng o Kapravig, tovilel kar o Tpach ™ ooty Tievpd g aicbnong, mov
TNV OVTIAAUPAVETOL OC SPAGTNPLOTITA TOL VELPIKOL GuoTHUATOG. H avBpdmivn okéyn dev
glvan mapd emelepyacio TV acOnoewv, eviérel TV duecwv aiodntypioxmy 10e®v pog. O
Tpacv 0” avaldaPet va dei&el OTL Kol 01 TEGOEPIS KOPLEG TEPLOYES TNG CLVEIdNONG —avTiAnym,
pvnun, kpion, PovAnon— a&lomolovy OAEC S1APOPOLG GLVIVAGLOVG oGO TNPLOKOV
ototyeiovy. Me i dadikacio cuveyovg cOvleong, Ta «amid acdnTnplakd ctolyeion
(Kovtiytdk) cvuvovalovial Kot ETaveEVAVOVTOL MOTE VO GYNUOTIGOVY TO GUVOAD TWV YUYIKOV
KOl TVEVUATIK®OV aloOnudToy, Kol TEMKA TOV KOWOVIKOV, TOV 101KOV KOl TOV TOMTIKOV
10emv ko temolfdnoewv. Kabe oxéntecBon eival, evrélel, aicBivesOot (penser = sentir).

Xovenmg, kabe 10¢a stvar avtikeipevo e Ideoroyiag. 'Etol, ta Eléments, mepvmviog
TPOTA oo TN I'poppatiky], Tov HEAETA TOVE TPOTOVS TOV ekEPALeahal, KoL TNV «adlaipETON»
EMOTAUN TNS AOYIKNG, TOL LEAETE TOVE TPOTOVE TOV GKEMTEGHAL, Katateivouv, oty Traite de
la volonté et de ses effets, o1o KateEoynv avtikeipevo g [dcoroyiag (koteoynv axkpPadg
eneldn tibeton televtaio): ) Pouinon. H Bovinon £xel non opiotel «ousOntnplokdy, mg
«KovOTNTA VO atobavouaote TIG EmBLUIEG Lacy. XToV TETAPTO TOUO TV Eléments 1 fodAnon
Oa oprotel ¢ exeivn N «yevikn kon kabBohkn wovotntoy (faculté) mov pog «emtpénetl va
£YOVUE TPOTIUNGEISY. KAYATN KOl «UICOC» («OPECKEL KOl KATOPECKELO) EIVOL O1 LOVEG
Aé€eic mov yvmpilel ) wkovotnTo TG PovAnong Kot xwpig Tnv onoio o1 AEEELG avTég dev Ba
glyav Kav vompa. Ztig 000 avtég AeEegig BepeAidvovTol ol EVVOLEC TNG TOALTIKNG, TNG NoKng,
g ehevBepiog, TG S1KAOGVVTG, TG 1OI0KTNGI0G, TOV TAOVTOV, TNG KTOALTIKNG OTKOVOUING.
O avayoyiopdg stvar euputatog.

®&lovtog 1 6YoAN TV 10e0A0YOV va Bepelmaoset To yvootofempntikd tpofAnuate ot
Baon tov aicncewv, Torobetel TNV woyoloyio 610 KEVIPO TOV EXCTNUDV TOV ovOpdTOL Ko
pécm avtng Tpoceyyilel Ta NOkd kot moltikd {nripata. Av kdbe 1€ etvar avtikeipevo g
[deoroyiag, TOTE KAOe avtikeipevo g [deoloyiag BepeMdVETOL EVIELEL OE UL ETLGTHLT TOL
vrokeévov. H Aoy tnv omoia akoAovBei 1 [deohoyio —xot Tnv akoAovBel ToEAQ, SNA.
OOLAAEUTTO— E1VOL EUTELPIKT KOl OVOTNPE ETAYWYIKT («OKOWUT KOl Ol L0 APTPTLLEVES
oA 0eteg dev eival mapd GLVETELES TG TAPOTPNONS TOV YEYOVOT@VY). O Tpach akoiovdel

™ «UéB0d0 TV HeBdOOVY (TN HEBodo Tov Mréikov) BELOVTAG VO SNULOVPYHOEL L0 KVTTEP-
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gmoTiUN» (1, 100C, Lol CUETA-EMIGTHUNY) TNG OMO10G aVTIKEIEVO glval 1) S1pdpE®OT TV
10e®V 6€ OAEG TIC AAAEC EMOTNUES, AL KO 6TOV KON ueEPVO Blo, otny ToAtikn (o1 kKAn. H
[deoroyia aykaAldlel OAeg TIC «EMOTHIES TOL avOpdTOLY (1] TG «avBpwmoroyiagy). H
GUVEYELD KOIL 1] OHOLOTNTO TOV EMAYWYIKOD UNYOVIGLOD €YYVATOL TN GLVEYN METAPooT Kot
gEdmAmon g yvoong amd v aicnon oty 18€a, amd v amh Wéa ot cHvOeTn, amd v
dueomn 10€a TNV EUEST, OO TN YEVIKN aicOnon oty €181K1), oo TV ECOTEPIKT GTNV
eEwtepikn aicBnomn, amod 10 eyd 610 €60, Amd TO ATOUO GTNV KOWmVia, amd TNV avTiAnym
otV N0 — O6mg eniong: and T AEEN otV TPOTACT KOl OO TV TPATOCT GTO GUVEXT|
Adyo. H I6eoloyia eivan 1) emiotnuoviky yAwooa 6Ty 0noio, S10TLIMVOVTOL Ol KATIYOPNGELS
OV EMTPEMOVY TIG GLVVEYEIS aVTEG HeTAPACELS.

Ta WemdT tov Tpach NTaV «AGTIKA»" A.Y., cLVESEE TO NOIKO {NTNUA TG «IOOTPOCMTINCY,
TOV MO0V JKOUDUOATOG ETL TNG TPOCOTIKOTNTAS, TO SIKOIMUO TNG AOKNONG KOl TNG
KOAMEPYELOG TOV OTOUKAOV IKOVOTHT®V, TO SIKOIMUO TNG YVOUNG E TO 01kovouiko (ATNUa
g Wioktnoiog. Kdavovtag yprion tov id1ov yevikoh opioHol Tov ¥pNCILOTOLEITaL G° OAN TNV
éxtaon tov Eléments, o Tpacv aviyel OAEG TIG LOPPEG 1O10KTNOI0G GTO aioBnuo. TG
TpocOTIKOTNTOC. O AvOp®MTOg YeEVVIETOL propriétaire Ue TN SITAN £vvold: £XEL TPOCHOTIKOTNTO
- &yer wwokmoio. O Tpacy dev Nrov coolaAotiG. YepaomilOTay TV ATOUIKY 1010KTNGia,
Nrav avtifetog oTov KpoTikd TopepPatiopnd Kot elye ONADOGEL OpKETES POPEC OTL Bewpel Tov
KOLLOVVIGHO «0VLTOTioN 1 «mapekTpomtn» (abberration). Onwg yevviétal «Le 1010KTNoion, 0
avOpomog yevviétan emiong eywiatig. O Tpach dev acmaldTay Tn XPLoTIeVIKY NOKy.
Bewpovoe 0TL «n Beoroyio aviKel otV Todk) NAkia T eriocopiocy. H dukn tov non
glvol @EeAMOTIKY, €lvorl 1 NOKN TOV AYYA®V EUTEIPIOTAV Kol 01kovopoAdymv. O avBpmmog
«YEVVIETO ETIOTG KOTASIKAGUEVOS Va. epydletar 1 epyacia eivatl 0 LOVOC «puotKdS» TOV
mopoc. H elevbepia, «n tkavdtnta vo eKTEAODLLE 0LTA TTOL BEAOVLEY, VO EVEPYOVLE ONA.
SOUEMVO, e TN fOVANCT HOG, EIVOL «ETEPOTPOGOIOPICUEVEY, AoV Kot 1 fOOANCT Log
kaBopiletar omd Tic oobnoelg, Ta aeOpoto Kot TG 10€eg pag. AALG PmopovLE Vo
KoAAEPYNGOLLLE T BOVANCN UG €T’ ®PELED NUOV TOV 13I®V Kot TNG avOpomdTnTaG. AVTOC

glvar 0 okomog g exmaidevong. O Tpacy Ypapel ©G EKTOUOEVTIKOC,

A. L. C. Destutt-Tracy Eléments d'idéologie. I. | déologie, ke¢. XI :
[...] En effet, aprés vous avoir donné une idée générale de la faculté de
penser ou sentir, et du but que je me propose en 1I' examinant, je vous ai fait
remarquer qu' elle consiste a sentir des sensations, des souvenirs, des
rapports, et des desirs. Vous avez vu que ces impressions premiéres suffisent
a former toutes nos idées les plus compliquées et les plus abstraites, et a
nous assurer de la réalité de notre existence et de celle de tout ce qui nous

entoure. Je vous ai méme expliqué comment ces facultés élémentaires
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naissent les unes des autres, ou plutot qu' elles ne sont que des
modifications d' une faculté unique, celle de sentir. C' est ainsi, je crois, qu'
il faut entendre le principe de Condillac, que toutes les opérations, ou,
comme il dit souvent, toutes les facultés de ' ame ne sont toujours que la
sensation transformée ; principe profond et fécond [...].

[I]1 résulte de ce petit nombre d' observations que, si nous ne nous
sommes pas égarés, nous avons déja une idée nette de 1' instrument universel
de toutes nos découvertes, de ses procédés, de ses effets, de ses résultats, et
du principe de toutes nos connaissances ; ce qui n' était peut-étre pas encore
arrivé, et ce qui ne peut &tre inutile aux progrés ultérieurs de 1' esprit
humain. Sans doute nous sommes loin d' avoir fait une histoire complete de
1" intelligence humaine ; il faudrait des milliers de volumes pour épuiser un
sujet si vaste, mais du moins nous en avons fait une analyse exacte ; et le
peu de vérités que nous avons recueillies est, si je ne me trompe, dégagé de
toute obscurité, de toute incertitude, et de toute supposition hasardée,
ensorte que nous pouvons y prendre une entiére assurance : d' ou il arrive
qu' étant certains de la formation et de la filiation de nos idées, tout ce que
nous dirons par la suite de la maniére d' exprimer ces idées, de les combiner,
de les enseigner, de régler nos sentimens et nos actions, et de diriger celles
des autres, ne sera que des conséquences de ces préliminaires, et reposera
sur une base constante et invariable, étant prise dans la nature méme de
notre étre. Or ces préliminaires constituent ce que 1I' on appelle spécialement
I' idéologie ; et toutes les conséquences qui en dérivent sont ' objet de la
grammaire, de la logique, de 1' enseignement, de la morale privée, de la
morale publique (ou ' art social), de 1' éducation, et de la législation qui n'
est autre chose que 1' éducation des hommes faits. Nous ne pourrons donc
nous égarer dans toutes ces sciences qu' autant que nous perdrions de vue les
observations fondamentales sur lesquelles elles reposent.

Il paraitrait par ce résumé que nous n' avons plus rien a dire sur '
idéologie proprement dite : et effectivement, si je n' avais égard qu' a ma
facon de voir, j' aurais bien peu de choses a ajouter a ce qui précede. Je me
contenterais de vous rappeler que ma maniére de décomposer la pensée
satisfaisant a 1' explication de tous les phénoménes qui sont explicables,
vous ne pouvez plus vous refuser a convenir qu' il n' y a dans toutes nos

idées que des sensations, des souvenirs, des jugemens et des desirs [...].




